
Statement given by Shirin Nariman, who helped to coordinate Mission Free Iran’s August 5, 2010, 

Washington DC protest against execution in Iran, a part of a 20-city-strong demonstration of 

opposition to the Islamic Republic and its policies of execution and torture. 

 

Dear Friends, 

We gathered here today to condemn the new wave of death sentences that have been handed recently.  

So far at least 7 political prisoners have been condemned to death. 

Jafar Kazemi, Ali Sarami and Ali Hoj Aghaei’s death sentence has been upheld again in the past week. 

Their executions are imminent .  

Abdolreza Ghanbari, Ahmad and Mohsen Daneshpour, and Javad Lari were also handed death 

sentences in last few weeks.   

All of them have been former political prisoners of 1980’s. In Jafar case he was arrested in 1981, charged 

with affiliation with the PMOI when he was only 17, during that time he spend 28 months in solitary 

confinement. He escaped the massacre of the summer of 1988 when 32000 political prisoners were 

killed/hanged within 6 weeks. 

Now ironically once again he is facing with death sentence during this summer, 22 years later. His crime 

in reality is his belief, the belief of wishing a free Iran without suppressive mullahs ruling it. Wishing for a 

democratic regime in Iran where there is children from all level of society could go to school instead of 

working in the streets to earn some money to support their families, an Iran without child and girls sexual 

exploitations. 

Jafar has dedicated his life to restore freedom and democracy in Iran and now is paying the price by 

sacrificing his life.  

On September 18, 2009, after attending a Qods Day protest, Kazemi was arrested by officials from the 

Ministry of Intelligence. He was taken to ward 209 of Evin prison and spent 74 days in solitary 

confinement where he was subjected to interrogation and extremely painful psychological and physical 

torture. He was sentenced to death under the charge of Moharebeh (waging war against God) for 

affiliation with the People's Mujahedin of Iran (PMOI). 

Ali Saremi, Mohamad Ali Haj Aghaei, javad Lari, Abdolreza Ghanbari, Ahmad and Mohsen Daneshpour’s 

have all are former political prisoners sometimes during 1981-1989. They also have a member of their 

family in Camp Ashraf which they have visited in past few years.   

Ali Saremi was arrested in September 2nd 2007, when he returned home from a memorial ceremony for 

the victims of the 1988 massacre of political prisoners in Iran. Upon his return, he was arrested by agents 

who had been waiting for him at his house. He was then brought to his old home: Evin prison. 

So far he has spent at least 7 months in solitary confinement. On December 29, 2009, the 62 year old 

political prisoner was served with a death sentence. After spending 20 years of the last 3 decades in 

prison, Saremi realized that all he could see was a noose. 

All other prisoners also have the same back ground which repeating them is not within our time frame 

here tonight but I encourage everyone one of  you to go and find more about them. 



As a former political prisoner who had witnessed tortures and massive daily executions, I can only say 

that each of us who were lucky enough to be alive and here now are responsible to do whatever we can 

to not only raise the awareness on sever violation of human rights in Iran but also we are responsible to 

expose the ruthless face of this regime. We must fight this regime by saving every single lives of any 

prisoners in general so be it a political prisoner. 

If we chose silence then we have granted our approval to criminal decisions of this regime.  

I like to alarm the world today that If Kazemi, Saremi and others are executed then the new wave of mass 

murder of political prisoners will begin.  

This regime is falling and this is the end for the regime, so for sure it will do anything to suppress and kill 

anyone who is defying them to intimidate people so they can continue their dictatorship. 

It is up to us and our responsibility to be united against this regime, only hand in hand with one strong 

voice to stand up to this brutal regime and say NO, not even one more execution, cutting hands/legs or 

gauging eyes in Iran. 

At the end I like to read part of the letter that Ali Saremi wrote when he received his death sentence. I find 

it telling and impressive, he says it all. When I read his letter for the first time I remembered those 

comrades/friends young soles that I had back in 80s and when they were called for executions. The 

message was clear and similar to this letter below even though that they were fully aware that they had 

been called for execution and those are the last minutes of their lives. So they gave their messages and 

said their goodbyes with open arms and smile asking us to continue their fights and to meet in another 

life. 

 

He wrote this letter in early Jan 2010. 

“In concurrence with the ever-growing tide of the Iranian people’s righteous uprising for 
freedom and for saving our land from the clutches of oppression, the regime seeks to arrest 
and even execute a number of innocent people in order to disseminate fear and terror in the 
hearts of the people and youths, hoping to deflect their anger and protests. That is why, 
perhaps with the death sentence issued to myself yesterday, there may be signs that the 
regime has drafted another plan for a massacre. This is while, even in the context of this 
regime’s laws, I have not committed any crimes, except for paying my respects and praying 
for the massacred political prisoners who are buried in the mass graves of Khavaran, more 
than two years ago. 
It is clear that my death sentence lacks a legal basis and their only goal of hanging me is to 
intimidate the people and youths of this country, and scare them away from pursuing their 
demands. 

   

My blood is not any different than the blood of Neda and other young people whose blood is 
shed daily on the streets. This will only add to the righteousness of this path, and our 
fearlessness and pride, especially in the days of Moharram and especially because it is at 
the hands of the most cruel human beings. 

 
In the end, I would like to bring it to the attention of everyone around the world and all 
humanitarians, that the regime is seeking to take me, people like me, or some of the young 
people and prisoners to the gallows so that it can intimidate and terrify the people with our 
corpses. 



The Tehran Prosecutor, the Majlis Speaker, Larijani, and some of the other criminal officials 
have also repeated this shamelessly on TV in order to intimidate people. But, there is no 
doubt that such sentences and threats will not result in the slightest retreat by myself or any 
of my compatriots on the path of establishing a free Iran. 
 

And, as a father who has spent 23 years of his life in the prisons of the previous and current 
regimes in defense of freedom in this homeland, I declare to the likes of Larijani and other 
criminals: 
 

In your existence, you must live a pure life 
How tainted I would be if I fail to build my faith as sturdy as a mountain 
A higher legacy towering over the lifeless dirt.” 

 

Ali Saremi 


