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A S Y L U M ~ * ~  P R O T E C T I O N  ~ * ~ N O  F O R C E D  R E T U R N 

THESE ARE THE RIGHTS OF A REFUGEE 

…yet Greece is severely violating the human rights of refugees from Iran and elsewhere 

 
In the crackdown by the Islamic Republic 

regime in Iran that took place after the 

June 2009 elections and subsequent 

popular uprising, thousands of people in 

Iran have been imprisoned, tortured, 

raped, and many have been killed.  

Amnesty International estimates that 

5,000 people were detained in the post-

election crackdown between June and 

December 2009.  

As a result of this ongoing brutal 

crackdown, thousands of Iranians have fled, seeking refuge in other countries.  Some have tried 

to find refuge in Greece.  But in violation of international law and EU agreements, Greece does 

not recognize the rights of asylum seekers and instead imprisons them in detention centers 

where, according to Human Rights Watch, the conditions “not only fall below minimum 

standards, but in many instances could amount to inhuman and degrading treatment.” 

Due to the inhuman conditions that have been illegally 

imposed by the government of Greece, Iranian asylum seekers 

have been on hunger strike for 20 days in front of the UN’s 

offices in Athens.  

One protester, Hamid Sadeghi, sewed his lips together to show 

the desperation that Iranian asylum seekers are facing in 

Greece. 

On Friday, 13 August 2010, Greek police attacked and arrested 

several of the hunger strikers. Two of the protesters were 

handcuffed and shackled around the ankles by the police and 

are said to have been taken to an unknown location. Greek 

police also arrested the other three protesters and took them to a police station close to the 

Islamic Republic’s embassy in Athens where the embassy staff were brought in to ‘identify’ the 
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hunger strikers. The embassy staff reportedly insulted, 

harangued and booed the three detainees and then, with 

cheers and hoorahs, they thanked Greek police in their efforts 

to “capture Iranian anti-regime criminals.” 

The Greek Secret Police, Geniki Asphalia, is also said to have 

gone to the home of another Iranian refugee, Yanni Azami, 

and now have an all points bulletin for her immediate arrest. 

Ms. Azami who is the person responsible for reporting on the 

recent events and has been compiling all the evidence against 

the inhumane treatment of the refugees in Greece. She is 

now in hiding. 

Unfortunately, this situation is not unusual in Greece.  

According to Human Rights Watch, from over 30,000 asylum 

applications examined in 2009, only 36 were granted refugee 

protection status.  The remainder are criminalized: either shut 

away in prison-like detention centers, living in a perpetual 

state of limbo without prospects for work or education, or 

forcibly deported across the Evros River into Turkey. 

We are asking concerned citizens around the world to write 

to the UN Refugee Agency to demand immediate intervention 

in the situation in Greece, for Iranians who have fled the 

brutal and inhuman Islamic regime in Iran, and for all 

refugees, whose human rights include a right to asylum. 

Email Antonio Guterres, the UN High Commissioner for 

Refugees: GUTERRES@unhcr.org 

Web contact form: 

http://www.unhcr.org/php/contact.php?opt=headquarters 

 

Physical address: 

        United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 

        Case Postale 2500 

        CH-1211 Genève 2 Dépôt, Suisse 

 

In a large-scale crackdown 

between June and August 

2009, Greek authorities 

arrested hundreds of migrants 

across the country, evicting 

them from run-down 

dwellings in Athens, 

bulldozing a makeshift camp 

in Patras, and detaining new 

arrivals. Unaccompanied 

children caught up in the 

crackdown were among many 

subsequently transferred to 

detention centers close to the 

Turkish border. From there, in 

secret nighttime operations, 

the Greek police forced 

dozens of migrants - possibly 

hundreds, including 

unaccompanied children and 

potential refugees - across the 

border into Turkey.  

"Greece's illegal expulsions 

have reached a new level. 

Migrants are now being 

arrested throughout the 

country and then pushed back 

to Turkey. Clearly, people 

who need protection are not 

safe in Greece." 

- Human Rights Watch 


